
 
 

 
COVID-19 UPDATE:  May 1, 2020 

 
  
Dear Somers Families, 
 
Today Governor Cuomo announced that New York schools will be closed for the rest of the school year. 
To say that I am disappointed is an understatement, but I also know that we must follow health experts’ 
direction in how to best stop this pandemic and keep our children and families safe. 
 
Though schools are closed, learning has not stopped.  Here at Somers Central School District, we will 
continue to evolve and improve how we teach your children from a distance.  In the 7 weeks since 
distance learning began, we have come a long way.  Students, parents, and teachers have worked 
together to improve systems, learn new technology and new means of communicating.  Next week our 
elementary schools will be sharing the implementation of a new online learning platform to improve the 
communication among students, parents and teachers.  We are also in the process of reallocating budget 
funds to purchase devices for elementary students so every child has a school-issued device and is 
prepared for future learning, however that may look. 
 
We certainly could not have imagined back in mid-March, when we were first directed to close school, 
that we would not return for the rest of this school year.  Since that time, we have individually and 
collectively faced many challenges.  We have struggled to live and learn in this new normal.  We are 
still learning, yet we are doing it together as a community.  I am amazed and comforted by the spirit and 
support exhibited here in Somers.  The positive and long-lasting effects of that support is not to be 
underestimated. 
 
The journey we are on does not have a clear end and, yet, we do possess the commitment, compassion, 
and caring to make the district motto to move Forward in Excellence a reality.   
 
        Sincerely, 

 
        Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
        Superintendent of Schools 
 
 


